
Typography 2



What do these say?

1.



You learn new words by: 
1.	 Recognizing the individual letters
2.	 Putting them together
3.	 Identifying the word

 
But, once you know a word you read it by:

1.	 Recognizing its shape
2.	 Matching it to the known word

We read by seeing the shapes 
of words.





NOTE:
Using ALL CAPITAL LETTERS removes the 
word shape and MAKES IT VERY HARD TO 
READ.

You can use this to slow down reading 
and help increase the comprehension of 
critical information. 

Be careful! 
Making it hard to read is OK for a 
little bit of text. 

Too much discourages people to 
continue reading.



Remember this?

The San Serif letters 
are easier to identify. 

Also...

2.



See what serifs do...

They tie words together 
making them easier to read.

Serifs help to unify letters into a word shape.

So...



Serif Fonts make it easier to READ. 
(more readable) 

Oldstyle fonts
Modern fonts
Slab Serif fonts

 

Sans Serif Fonts make it easier to 
SCAN for information. (more legible)

Sans Serif fronts



Make it easy to read. 
Use Serif fonts for big 
blocks of text:

•	 essays
•	 reports
•	 letters… 

Make it easy to scan 
for information.

Use Sans Serif fonts for:
•	 titles/subtitles
•	 captions
•	 tables of data
•	 charts
•	 graphs…



Centered

(Align Text Left)
(Straight on the Left)

Text alignments...

(Justified Text)
(Straight on both sides)

(Align Text Right)
(Straight on the Right)

(Align Center)
(Straight in the Center)

Straight

Ragged

3.



We read from Left to Right…

It is easiest to read when:
• We always start at the same place 

on the left 

• The lines have different lengths



Centered

(Align Text Left)

Text alignments for readability...

(Justified Text)

(Align Text Right) (Align Center)

Best

Use very little

OK



NOTE:
Centered is used for emphasis. 

Right Justified is used to link text to some 
element on the right. 

These alignments are hard to read. 
 

Making it hard to read is OK for a 
little bit of text.
Too much discourages people to 
continue reading.



Centered

(Align Text Left)

Text alignments...

(Justified Text)

(Align Text Right) (Align Center)

Straight

Ragged




